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Scenator Root's Moderation.

With what admirable self-restraint
Senator Roor replied to the proposal of
Mr, SToxE of Missouri in the Senate on
Thursday that Congress authorize the
President 1o use the army in Mexico if
the Agua Prieta incident were repeated!
I'he mind goes back to the inestimable
service Mr. Roor rendered the country
on his tour of South America in 1908 in
connection with his attendance at the
third international conference of the
American republics at Rio de Janeiro,

The United States desired, he said at
the conference, “no victories except
those of peace, no territory except our
OWNn, NO sOvereignty except over our-
selves,” Therealter Mr. RooT's round
of the countries of South America was
a trinmphal progresa. The distrust oc-
casioned by the war with Spain and the
acquisition of Porto Rico and the Philip-
pines vanished. Faith in the pacific and
benevolent policy of the U'nited States

oward the weaker republics of America
waa renrewed. No statesman had done
more for peace and friendly relations
with South America in generations. In
fact, it would be difficult to find a par-
allel for Mr. Roor's success in the his-
tory of the country. There followed his
visit to Mexico in the fall of 1907, No
foreign visitor was ever received with
greater honors. When he received a
diploma from the Academy of Jurispru-
dence at the capital Mr, Root said:

“We are passing undoubtedly Into & new era
of international communication. We have turned
our backs upon the old days of armed invasion,
and the people of every clvilized country are con-
stanily engaged In the peaceable Iny asion of every
other ol ilizedd country ™

Formally welcomed by the Chamber
of Deputics as the guest of the nation,
Secretary Root repeated the sentiment
in an intimate form:

“ 1 sincerely hope that my ecountry may for-
ever, In 1ts attltude and conduct toward the peo
ple of Mexleo, Justify vour kindness, | am one
of those who belleve that the old days when na
tlons sought to enrich themselves by taking away
the wealth of others by force ought 1o pass, and
are passing

In view, therefore, of all that the Hon,
Eunv Rootr had done for peace and
good will with Mexico and her sister
republics we say that his self-regtraint
in replyving to the speech of a brother
Senator, who with the pretext of ex-
tinguishing a spark of discord used
language of a kind calenlated to start
a conflagration, was admirable, We
wonder at the moderation of Senator
Roor.

The 810,000,000 Hond lssue.

The decision of Governor Dix that
the expense of a new construction and
necessary restoration of State buildings
should be met by a bond issue is sound
enough. With an empty State treasury
and a revenue inadequate to meet ordi-
nary expenditure it is difficult 1o see in
what other way the £10,000,000 which the
(;overnor now estimates to be needed
for various projects, most of them essen-
tial, can be raised.

The decision in favor of a further bond
issue, which must be submitted to the
people by referendum at the next elec-
tion, again calls attention to the size
of the State debt. The bond issues al-
ready approved by the people and the
dates of the approval are as follows:

193 Barge Canal Improvement ($101,000,000
1705 Highway Improvement.. 80,000,000
1W0 Cayuga Seneca Canal 7,000,000
1810 Hudson Forest Reservation 2,500,000

$180 500,000

The intereat and sinking fund charges
upon this debt in the next four vears, as
estimated by former Comptroller CLARK
WirLiams, are as follows:

}incal year heginning Oetaber 1, 1011 4 A0 (0N
!'iscal year beginning Octoher 1, 1012 #,210,000
I'iscal year beginning October 1, 1813 7,330,000
I iscal year beginning October 1, 1914 5,450,000

In addition there are two bond issues
now proposed, the $10,000,000 suggested
by the Governor and a further issue of
$15,000,000 1o meet the cost of bharge
canal terminals. In five vears, there-
fore, the honded debt of the State will
probably amount to at least $1680,000,000,
and the interest and sinking fund charge
in 1914 will not be less than $10,000.000.
Witha State revenue of less than $38 (00 -
w4 and a State appropriation last vear

of $40,000,000 for the ordinary expenses |

of Government, without regard to debt
vharges, it is clear that there is not the
slightest prospect of any further aid
from indirect taxation.

The opportunity which Governor
OpELL mistook and Governor Huaues
turned his back upon Is now open to
Governor Di1X. The destruction of (he
Capitol and the very general publie
recognition of the extravagance and
recklessness of recent Republican ad-
ministrations supply adequate warrant

I

—

politically aa does the state of the treas-
ury practically for a return to direct
taxation. As the Times said in ita edi-
torial columns yesterday:

“ A Democratic administration cannot afford
to continue the Hepublican policy of waste and
extravagance In authorizing huge hond lssues
for long terms of years or of multiplying the
means of Indirect tazation 1o pay the charges on
the State's deht. Governor DIX was elected upon
A platform promising retrenchment. Rond Issues,
based upon Indirect taxes, do not constituls a
fulfi'ment of that promise. The Interest upon
the State debt will, within two years, coat 810,
000,000 annually, outside the regular expenses of
the Government. 1t may be found necesaary to
Impose a direct tax to meet the extrsordinary
expenses dus to the Capitol fire

A better opportunity to display sound
business judgment no “businesa” Gov-
ernor ever had, The success or failure
of the Dix administration will depend
largely upon the manner in which this
financial situation, the most serious in
State affairs, is met and mastered.

He Persista in Misrepresentation.

A writer in the Saturday Evening Post
represents Colonel THEODORE ROOSE-
VELT as repeating with smphasis his
original misstatement concerning the
Massachusetts Constitution of 1780. We
have already pointed out more than
once the character of his departure from
fact and truth in this particular. Even
the reiterated exhibition of the exact
text of the Massachusetta provision he
pretends to cite seems to have no effect
upon his sengibilities. Referring to the
recall, he is reported by his adulator in
the Saturday Evening Post assaying:

“1 learned the other dey Ia this connection a
very interesting thing. In 1780 the State of Mas-
sachusetis put into its Constitution precisely that
provision for the reeall. The artiele of the Con-
atitution states that ‘in order that publio ser.
vants may not hecome oppressars of the peopie”
legislative provision may he made for the retiring
of publlec offclals to private life. Observe, this is
Massachusetts, which Is not usually regarded as
an anarchistie State!™

The italics are those of the report.
They form part of the misrepresenta-
tion. A few of the words of the alleged
provision for the “recall” of public offi-
cials are quoted by Colonel ROOSEVELT
up to the point where they cease toserve
his purpose; then he resorts to very
vague paraphrase.

Once more we quote in full the article
which he garbles and misrepresents.
This time the italics are ours:

*“ ArTicir VIll.- Ia order %o prevent thoss
who are vested wilth authority from beceming
oppressors, the psople have a right at such periods
and in such manner as they shall establish by their
frame of government. to cause thelr public officers
to return to private life; and to il up vacant
places by certain and reguiar elections and ap
poiniments.”

This *interesting thing” which Colo-
nel ROOSEVELT has discovered in the
Massachusetts Constitution he persists
in the face of the facte and the truth in
describing as “precisely that provision
for the recall” which supersedes public
officials by popular vote within the stated
term for which they were elected. 1t is
nothing of thesort. There is no element
init of the “recall” as he understands the
“recall” and as evervbody understands
the “recall.” What the article provides
as a check upon possible oppression
through permanent or long continued
tenure of office is a system of periodic
and certain and regular elections and
appointments at intervals as frequent
as may beestablished by law. ‘That was
the Massachusetts method of retiring
public officers to private life.

This general intention of Article VIII.
of Part the First of the Massachusetta
Constitution of 17%, the “Declaration
of the rights of the Inhabitants of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts,” is in-
terpreted and carried out in the specific
provisionsof Part the Second, the“ Frame
of Government” actually established.
Thus, for example:

“ There shall be annually elecied. by the [ree-
hoiders and other inhabltants of this Common
wealth, qualified as in this Constitution Is pro
vided, forty persons o be Counclilors and Sen
ators for fthe year ensuing their electon,” &e

* The Members of the House of Representatives
| sha!l be chosen annually.”

" The Gavernor shall be chosen annually *

The Secretary, Treasurer and Recelver
General, and the Commlissary (ieneral. notaries
public and naval oMcers shall be chosen annually.
* * * No man shalli he eligible as I'reasurer
and Recelver General more than five years suc-
cessively.”

““T'he tenure that all commission oMcers shall
by law have in tneir oMces shall he erpressed in
their respectire commisgions g

* All Judicial ofcers, duly appointed. commis
sioned and sworn, shali ho!d their ofices during
good beharior, excepting such concerning whom
there is a different provision made In this Con-

THE SUN.

five dayvae would be between 8 and 'ulY
o'clock in the evening and on the last |
day between 7:30 in the morning and
10:30 in the evening.

The purpose of the change is to enlist
a more efficient corps of election clerks,
since the investigator reports that the
chief difficulty with the existing situa- |
tion arises from the ineficiency of these
officers. By changing the hours of reg-
istration in such fashion as to require
but one day's absence from buginess on
the part of the clerks it is argued that a
better class of men would be obtained.

Thedifficulty seems to be that the new
plan would provide for the employment
on five nighta of men who had already
performed a dav’'s work at their own
business. Under the existing situation
the men who rerve as clerks give four
full davs of work to the registration.
The question seems to be between the
partial service of men who are sup-
poredly more efficient and the full ser-
vice of those who are presumably less
efficient. On such a statement of the
case it is easy to believe that there would
be little real improvement.

As for the supposed service to the
voters of such a change, it is equally
possible to have doubta, Multiplying
the days of registration might quite
as easily encourage procrastination and
carelessness as increase the actual num-
ber of registered voters. The tempta-
tion to postpone, general enough now,
would unquestionably be strengthened
if the opportunity to register were ex-
tended over two more days.

The real error in the theory now ad-
vanced seems to lie in the assumption
that any change in hours or davs will
result in bringing better men into the
work. The truth seems to be that the
class from which the poll clerks must
be drawn is restricted. The number of
men who will perform this work, bear
the discomfort and hardship of the
actual election board work, is limited.
To change the plan might easily dimin-
ish the efficiency of these men by per-
mitting them to divide their time, while
the chance that clerke of greater ability
would be obtained is fairly slight in the
face of the actual experience of those
who are familiar with the operation of
registration machinery.

The Great Elixir and the .Jaw of
Jones.

Even blessings may be turned into
curses, Even the initiative and refer-
endum, heaven's last best gift, except
the recall, to man, can be the vehicle
of hell born hate. Shudder as you look
at FUNK of Bloomington and JoxES of
Chicago, Republican Illinois State Sena-
tors both, discussing at a conference of
Republican State Senators the proposed
initiative and referendum amendment
to the Illinois Constitution:

“ Senator JoNmS, durlng & heated argument,
charged Senator FUNEwithattempung tosmother
the Initiative and referendum.

“*Yeu're a llar! ' shouted Frx, as he jumped
over a table andstrick Senator JONRS on the 'aw.

“ Senator JoNes whipped off his glasses and
made frantlc efforis to strike Frye. Imme-
dlately other Senators were mized In the fray In
efforis 1o separate the combatants, who were |
finally dragged apart trembiing with rage * i

Can there be such wraths in celestial |
minds? Can thia political Great l‘:lixir#
and Philosopher's Stone be the guilt- |
less cause of war 'twixt a FUNK and |
a Joxes? Forbid i1, heaven: At the
mere soothing mvstic, magical sounde,
the abracadabra of the reformer, “initia-
tive and referendum,” every good man's
eye should grow moist, every good man's
heart leap for joy: bosses and gods of
the machine should totter on trembling
knees to confess their sins at the thresh-
old of the City Club or into the ears of
SETH Low, and cry for mercy and direct
primaries: the briber and the bribed
should lift up their voices and weep,
and the bribed should make restitution,
giving their ill gotten gains to the
People’'s Lobby and to Jumping Jack
BOURNE'S National Progressive League;
the office should begin to seek the man
again, the man flving vet wishing to
be seen, like the lady in the willows and
the Bucolics. The clenched word and
fist should relax and drop harmless; and !
the lamb stick its nose into the mouth
of the lion, giving not a hang for Sched-
ule K, revised or unrevised. A little
sadly, remembering FUNK and JoNEs,
vet with an undiminished joyful hope
as men who know the quintessence and
pemmican of political salvation when
they see it, let us repeat those strangely
beautiful lines, written in an album in
Old Sparta, N. C,, by the Hon. JoREPHUS
DaNIELS; the date is August 17, 1804

stitution. ‘The Governor, with consents of the
Councll, may remove them upon the address of
| both houses of the Legisiature ™ |

“ In order that the people may not suffer from 1
the long continuance in place of any justice of the
peace who shali fall o discharge the Important
duties of his oMce with abliity or fdelity, all
commisslons of justices of the peace shall expire
and become wvold (n the term of aseven years from
their respective dates ™

* Nooffcer, duly commissioned o command In
the militfa, shall be removed from his oMce but
by the address of baoth houses to the Governor, or
by falir trialin court-martial, pursuant to the laws
of the Commonwealth for the time belng.”

In the various constitutional amend-
ments subsequently adopted as 1o the
“frame of government,” there were
some changes of detail; absolutely no
change of principle and no provision in
form or purpose resembling in any re-
spect a provision for the recall of a
public officer by a popular vote for his
i retirement within the stated term for
which he was regularly elected.

There is only one satisfactory explana-
tion of Colonel ROOSEVELTI'S persistence
in this lagrant misrepresentation, if we
assume ordinary intelligence on his part.
| It is an explanation not pleasing in the
| rase of one who has been President of
i the United States.

A Week of Regilstration.

One simple and serious objection there
seems to be to the proposition contained
{ in the recent report of the Commissioner
of Accounts to the Mayor that for the
present four days of registration there
be substituted a registration week.
nder the existing method voters may
register at any time on any of the four
davs of registration between 7 o'clock
in the morning and 10 at night, Under
the new scheme registration on the first

. Mediterranean

" The pﬂlple'l wronge,
“T'wiil end "um
I'he people's righta, |
Defend ‘um:
Fach patriot's wish |a for the Inl
tiative and referendum.”

Be it satd in partial justification of
JoNES that if he tried to fell FUNK it
was hecause he believed FUNK untrue
to the pillar of the people’'s hope; and
JONES promises to stump lllinois for it,
FUNK is bevond pardon,

-

It would be unjust to the Hon. WiLL-
1aMm JokL Stong, LL. D., a 8enator in Con-
greas from Missouri and technically called
“Gum Shoe BILL." not to say that he
shows a delicate tact, an appreciation of
the situation and of his responsibilities
and those of the United States that would
not discredit an old fashioned dime novel
halfbreed laden with the most warlike
of ophidian nectar. If Mr. 8ToNE has
any friends they should make him change
his moccasing for the familiar “gum
shoes” at once, and they should sit pon-
derously on his war bonnet and its im-
passioned wearer.

The figurea for the recent French ean-
sus in Marseilles demonstrate that this
town has retained mec-
ond place among French oities. Between
1808 and 1911 the population has inoreased
from 817,000 to 540,000, a gain of 82,000, an
compared with 20,000 in the previous five
years. Relatively Lyons has gained upon
Marseilles, since the increase in the former
city for the present census is 48,000,

Tae immitigable modesty of the Thane
of Hkibo will blush and hang its head
at the proposal of an exuberant Califor-
nia Representative in Congress to give a
region in Arizona famous like the Thane
for its seductive and rugged beauty his
revered name. It Is true that a park, a

| 1t has heen objected that & y

| consider that this ia only six

paradise, could have no happier fortune
than so loved an eponym; but vex not the
violet! Some smaller, less conspicuous,
yet none the less signifieant token of pub-
llo gratitude should be sought. Would
ool one aponymous town in every State
be an acceptable offering to the Thane?

|
| Opening the United States Official Post

Office Guide at random, we hit the B's,
among which these, for example, might
for a consideration if not from gratitude
be induced toadopt the congenial name:
Big Chimney, Bigfat, Big Indian, Bless-
ing, Blowhorn, Bluf, Bookman. Boom,
Bonanza, Bond, Bonus, Boreas River,
Brasstown, Bravo, Bullion. Thousands of
othera as felicitousn memorials are to be
found in that excellent work.

L —

Kansas sometimes turns from her idols
of reform and her grand good work of
world regeneration to be frivolous. She
has just left her STuBss to fight evil alone
and her WHITE to chant in solitude, and is
travelling northward on special trains and
gilded motor cars to hear Lindsbhorg sing
“The Measiah.”

Rince 1882 Kansas has made this pil-
grimage, and in the little town of the
northern prairies HANDFL'S great chorus
has been sung for eighty times. More
than a quarter of the population takee
part in the production, there is a great
orchestra and a chorus of 650 men and
women. “To sing in the chorus,” it is
said, “is not only a mark of distinetion
artistically; it is a badge of all civie vir-
tues.” The feast of music is such as “can
be had in no other town or ecity of the
West." To some of the correspondents
Lindsborg is the “Bayreuth of the Weat";
to others the “"Oberammergau of the
Prairies”; but from this it might seem to
be genuinely Kansan:

“ And as everywhere else whera intellectualiam
I8 real, materialiam is benefited —not only In the
general prosperity of the community but in the
appetites of the Individuals, ' JOEN, what bave
you had®' ‘Four hamburgers and four cups of
coffee.’

Kansas may well rejoios and be proud
of such an institution. In its joys she
may forget for a day, for a week. But no
longer, for the call back to duty is already
sounding from Topeka and Emporia.

REFORMING THFE CALENDAR.

A Brand New System of Arranging the
Years.

To TARE Epiror oF TRE Svx - Sir: Dur-
ing the last ten years thers has been much
discussion about the reformation of our
calendar so that the year and each month
should begin on the same day. There ls
even talk of an international congress on
the subject. Some of the schemes proposed
seem 1o me little short of foolish. For ex-
ample, it has been seriously proposed to
make the year of 384 days, and then have
one day in common years and two dava in
leap vears without a week day These
would be reformers do not aeem to realize
that such a proposal would throw the reck-
oning hy weeks entirely out of gear. The
week, as a period of seven dava, neither
more nor less, has coms down to us from
the time of Moses, and probably from a
much earlier period.

It ia absolutely certain that neither the
Jewish nor the Christian denominations
would accept a scheme that interfered with
this time honored arrangement. The pro-
pounders of the proposed reform seem to
think they could eat their cake and have
it too,

My object in writing i to call attention
tothe fact that many years ago, while | was
librarian of the Bociety of Mechanics and
Tradesmen of New York city, | wrote,
anonymously, an article for the Sunday edi-
tion of the Murning Adverfiaer, in which |
advocated a method of reforming the calen-
dar which avoided the objection just criti-
ciwed. | am no! aware that any one else
had ever made a similar suggestion; if so,
1 neversaw it. So faras [ know [ was the
firat in the fleld. [ have through further
siudy simplified and improved my original
proposal, and present it herewith as an
attemp! &t & solution of this important
prohlem

I base my schewme on the fact that in 40
Giregorian years, which are a correction ol
the Jultan vear, there are 146 007 davs, or
exactly 20,571 weeks, hence if we make the
Ilorll’ll{]fﬂ.lh of the vear 564 days it will be
possible to interpolate, whenever the aecu-
milation of shortage warrants 11, a weck of
seven days. A simple calculation will show
that there are five daya short in four years,
hence in lnenly-oirhv years the shortage
will be thirty-five dave  Therefors we can
interpolate five weeks of seven days each
| prop.o=e that years six, eleven, seventeen,
twenty-thres and twenty-eight have an ex-
trn week of seven dayvs, ma mf the length
of these flve years 871 dayk each. 1 am as-
suming that every fourth year 18 n bissex-
tile or leap vear. 17 the leap years came in
a different order it would make a little difier-
ence as to which years had the extra week,
1 the scheme should be adopted the es-
tion as to which vears should have *71 days
would ndjust itsell. Twenty-eight vears of
A64 davs, with thirty-five dave added, as
Just explained, would make just 10,2
or 1,481 weesks, and this is the same
multiplied by 2

Thirteen periods of twenty-eight vears
arranged as proposed would make 143,178
days, or 20454 weeks, leaving eight vears
with 2010 days and 417 weeks. These eight
vears worlld each have 364 dave except the
last or wmth year, which would have 371

days. Hence

1 periods of 28 years -~ 43 TAdAys 20 4Md weeks

Ryears - “wivdays 417 weeks
Totalin 1Ny ears 18,007 days 20471 weeks
‘The yvear should begin at the vernal

aquinox or the winter solstice, and the fArst
day of the first month should begin on &
Sunday, as that is the first day of the week.
If each guarter gave thirty days eachtothe
firsl_and third month and thiriy-one days

1o the gecond month thera would he ninety-

one davs in each quarier, or just thirteen
weeks. FEvery firat month of a quarter
would always begin on a Sunday, every
second month on a Tuesday, and every third
month on a Friday. The scheme would
hegin again asa at first every 400 vears, and
it would be every bit as exact as the Gre-
gorian year, for it would have the same
number of days in 400 years

One or two objections may be noticed.
r of 871 days
#l when we

avs longer
than a Julian common year and only filve
davs longer than a leap vear there does not
seem 10 much force in the objection. It
is also anserted that it would be detrimental
to persons working by the month. This
objéction seemns 1o me to be frivial. As
the year, hoth common as well as inter-
polated, would consist of a definite number
of weeks, it would be a simple matter to
pav by the week inste of by the month.
“Other times other manners

BroogLYN, April 21, J. RCHWARTE,

American Chestnat

would be "dreadfully long.’

Prospect Park's Last
Tree,
From the annual report of the Park Commissionar
for Brookiyn and Queens.

‘I'ne year just closed witnessed the elimination
of the last American cheatnut tree from the plan-
tations of Prospect Park. This species of native
trees at one tims was the most numerous of all
the trees in our woodlands., To day it Is practl
cally exinet, The reasont for its disappearance
have too often heen described In park reports to
need relteration

Hickorles and hiack birches ave also rapldly
disappearing from our plantations, due to the
ravages of insects, and in many cases old age.

1t Is 10 he regretted that this Inevitable loss of
the old forest treea could not have heen discounted
years ago hy the planting of young trecs (o re-
pince in time those that wers to or have falien
inder the axe. T'he replanting of the woodland
areas hegun some three or four yearsago has heen
activeiy contnued durlng the year just closed.

Heplanting of the American chestaul has proved
hopeless.  Most of the young trees that were
sek 0utl experimentally two years ago died the
sanie season. The speclen sslected for such re-
planting. therefore. are the various varisties of
the oake, hickory, American and Puropean linden,
maples, birches, glnko, dogwood, American and
Lingllsh eims, mountain ash and the hardler varie-
tles of evergreens

In McClure's Magazive for May the story of
Harriet Beecher Stowe's girihood Is told by her
son and her grandson. Miss Lozier describes a
modern liallan school taacher's methods, and
1. Moody and G. K. Turner eontinue thelr account
of the ways of Wall Sireet. Four sherl tales
the continuation of Mra, Humphry Ward's serlal,
and another delective ease, make up the stories,
and there are four poema.

SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 1911,

| wsacrIFICE oF PHILOLOGY.'

An Undaunted Devetee of Skibo Spelling
Hangs Out His Banner.

To 18k Epitor or TRe 8Us - Sir; Of all
the arguments against modifying the apell-
ing of English the most futile ia that of
the “sacrifice of philology” adduced by the
polished gentleman from a certain bar-
baronua town, the nama of which is incon-
sistently apelled Pittshurg in to-day's Sus,
1 do not know whether it was 1wk SUN which
dropped the sacred terminal “h* or the cor-
respondent himself, but in either case its
omission seems to me pnot without signifi-
cance | for one cannot see that philoloky
wonld run any peril if we should decide to
apell words as they are pronounced. ‘The
Spanish, for example, pronounce and spell
the word that we pronounce “fllosofy " nnd
spell “philosophy.” “Nlosofia.” Does it fol-
low that the Spaniards have thereby lost
all knowledge of the (ireek origin of the
word? Not at all. Any Spaniard who did
not happen to know the dervivation of the
word would do just what an Knglishman
would do under the same circumstances,
hunt it up in the dictionary, and when he
had discovered that it is derived from two
Greek worda that he cannot read, what bet-
ter off would he be? 'There is no good reason
that | can mee for making gravestonea out
of our words when their genealogies can be
properly preserved elsewhere.

It is perfectly evident, moreover, that a
change has got to come some time, even as
changes have already been made. lun 500
years it is likely that English will be as dif-
ferent from the English of to-day as is the
Ianguage we speak from that of Chaucer.
1 wonder if our philological frienda think
that our descendanta will apell their worda
a8 we do now and pronounce them as dif-
ferently as if they were Sanscrit?

It is true that enunciation and intonation
differ with individuale, but is it not reason-
able to suppose that in these days of ready
communication, and with a machine that
can racord spoken sounds, it would be possi-
ble to adopt a standard pronunciation, indi-
vidual variationa from which would be of
no more consequence than personal pecu-
larities in handwriting? It seems to me
that were such a standard fized, as it might
be by a conference called, let us say, by
President Taft and King (ieorge, it would
have a powerful tendency to fix the lan-
guage. It is rather sad to think that a day
may come when Shakespeare and Milton
will be as unintelligible to our descendants
as ‘mdmon istous. Tomy mind a “stand-
ardizing® of the language, so to apeak,
would be a strongly conservative forre in
the inevitable evolutionary process

Referring again to Bpanish, it is quite
trus that a strictly phonetic orthography
such as that admirable language enjoys
has apparently not prevented considerable
modifications of pronunciation in the New
World, notably in the “c” and "I1l." This
is due, however, to the fact that the original
settlers of Spanish America for the most
part did pot speak Castilian, and that their
local peculiarities of apeech have peraisted.
The Spaniards bave as high a regard for
tradition as any people, and they have no
small veneration for their latin origin.
They did not, however, allow classic tradi-
tions, not even the mighty influence of
Cervantes, to prevent them from bringing
their orthography into accord with their
apeech, though I have no doubt that a
great howl went up from the tribe of pedanis
when the question of a change was first
mooted. | am not familiar with Italian or
German, but | believe that those languages
have also rid themselves of orthographic
absurdities, and they must have given phi-
lologersshort shrift in the process.

Though 1 cannot see why we should defer
at all to the origin of & word in spelling it
if we have ceased to respect its original
pronunciation in speech, 1 am fully aware
that there are grave diMculties in thg way of
a perfectly phonetic rendering of Fnglish
becauss of the physical Impossibility of
representing the forty odd sounds of Fng-
lish by the twenty-six letters of the alpha-
bet. The invention of a few new characters,
nevertheleas, is really not such a titanic
undertaking, and we might very well avail
onurselves of the accents that are used in
other languages 10 represent modifled
vownels, English has rid itself of nearly
all the inflectional rubbish that encumbers
other great Kurépean languages, and if it
shonld also cast off the ancient, ill fitting
and patched np gart of its spelling it would
indeed be in every way worthy 1o assume
the preeminent position that the political
genius and material power of the peoples
who speak it seem to be preparing for it,
hecoming, perhups, that universal second
language for which the times are ripening.

New York, April 20, 8 H,

THE PORT OF NEW YORK.
Consideration of the Entrance by Way
of Leng Island Seund.

To THE EpiToR 0P THE SUN- Sire Why
stop at Montauk Point with deep draught
ocean steamers when lLong Island Sound
offers deep water right up to New York
city, with no bar to cross? From Hemp-
stead Bay down to Hikers Ialand, on both
shores, there is deep water and ariple room
for the deepest draught vessels we have
or probahly ever will have

Start three equally able steamers from
Liverpool, one for Boston, one for Mon-
tauk and one for Whitestone. Passengers
and mails by the laat named would reach
New York city before those on either of
the others. ‘Those going to lloston might he
a close second, but hardly those using Mon-
tatik., While this . .eamer was docking and
transferrine, the Whitestone bhound veasasl
would be going thera at ahout thirty miles
an hour and would reach her dock before
those nupon the rallroad were well on their
way.

The Koston proposal means more cost for
dredging, piers, dc., than would be needed
at Whitestone. Montauk harbor is but one
mile aquare, and while it has deep water it
has little else 1o recommend it. It must
haveseveral miles of very costly hreakwater

to make it moderately mafe from the sea
which anr north and sast gale senda in.
Sandy Hook has for so long been looked
upon ue the only entrance to New York
harhor for ocean craft that it is not yet
realized that our clty has grown so that
Whitestone is as near to the great railroad
depota in th%rlty a8 I8 the Narrows, and far
more accessible, what with railroads, tunnels,
m*\n? nn? means of travel generally
‘hink of it! Long Island Sound is no
the ocean door to New York A

city,
NORTHPORT, April 21,

When the Sap Regins to Stir in the Jerseys.
To TR EDITOR OF THR STX - Sir:  Speaking of

spring. here’s another from Jersey, and from this

nucleus of all things shocking, according to them

as doesn’t know:

Gentie, fragrant, tepld spring has came,

And really 1t Is very much the same

As many other aprings that's came and went,

Although we're later getting out of Lenit.

Now April with her sudden showers warm

Has smote the earth; and from the asphalt swarm
Them latent odors, freed from winter's ohill;
There's flowers In pots on every window sill.

Spring's came all right--and through the fligree
Of quivering. budd!ng branches we may see
The brililant raln washed sky -

And up the street we hear the huckater's ery,

It's strange, aln‘t (t, upon the soft green ground

To see no many of last year's leaves around,

All gray and dry, and belng pushed aside

By the young blades of grass they try to hide?t
Patenson, N. 3, Aprll 2. S H. DovaLas.

The Boutheast Corner of Sixth Avenue and
Fourteeath Street.

‘To AR EDITOR OF THR SON—Sir: The orlg-
inal Macy store was not on the southeast corner
of Fourteenth street and Slath avenue. That
was occupled by a druggist by name De la
Vergne, Macy being next door

Mr. Macy succeeded the firm of O'Brien &
Dingee some time In the vear 1838 Mr. ()'Brien
later made a fortune In Wall Street, and Sol Din-
gee, as he was commonly called, became & suc-
cesaful real eslate man. LXXIII,

NEW YORE, April 21,

The “Toueh' in Parygla.
Midas observed all he touched turn to goid

“1v's perfectly awful when you only want to
lend a fellow » quarier,” he eried.

Thus we leara wealth has its drawbacks,

FREDERICKSBU RG'S DEAD LINE.
A Dying Solller of the Sixty-ninth Found
Nearest to It by a Confederate Squad.

ToTRE Eprror or TRk Svs- Sir: About
one hundred and fifty feet in front of the
famous “wall” at Frederickeburg there ran
a fence of upright plank, spaced along tim-
her bara and supported by eqguidistant
posts, Thia fence, about three hundred
feet long, protected a private lot and marked
also a sudden depression of the land where
the occupant in order to level it had re-

NEW RBOOKS.

Matters for the Stage.

It im our happiness to have Lefore e
four volumes of drama. Mro Arigu
Davison Ficke has two sonnsts e 4
prologus to his play “The Breaking .
Bonds; a Drama of tha Social Uniee -
(Sherman, Frenchand Company, Bost.,
These have a distinct tone of despyr,
The poet saye that his eves grow o .
mid the cities’ glooma. He asks wha

moved massea of earth from the upper
to the opposite half. This prevenied |hnr
Federal advance, the similitude of a breast-
work about two feet high.

I thus particularize because it was at this
precise ling of elevation that every assault ‘
of that day on the Confederate left inconti-
nently halted. No body of troops could be
forced to ascend this sudden rise of two
feet, for it meant annihilation. And yet
there were a few dauntless souls that dared
it, and 1 remember that ona of thesa went
down instanter, hit by eight bullets, as this
writer, serving on the squad that went out
from the Confederate line to succor the
enemy's wounded, most distinctly noted.
Another poor fellow, also in advance of the
dense line of dead, who had been many times
shot vet was still alive and conscious, was
asked as we bore him toward our lines:
“What regiment?” He gasped: “Sixty-ninth
New York, Meagher's Brigade. ™

This nmun was the nearest to the Confed-
erate works, possibly by ten feet, and was
one of a group of aix or seven who of all the
20,000 assailing Marye's leights had passed
the fatal line marked along our front by the
skeleton remnant of that farm fence, which
had 1o be dismantled by the earliest line of
arsault in order to command effective firing
Of course that line quickly dissolved under
the tremendous Confederate volleys that
plerced the planks as literally as though
they had heen tissue.

These events occurred on the right of the
Confedernts’ front, that is at she hase of
Marye's Helghta, 1t wa< here that the main
Federal loss was inflicted. ‘The Confed-
erates had four lines of battle massed he-
hind the atone fence that gkirted the sunken
road running off at right angles from lele-
graph road for about 5% feet. ‘These four
lines of battle meant eight lines of muaketry
fire, and nothing living could have lived
before it. Ar soon as the firing of the last
assault had ceased, it was then dark, the
Confederates sprang over the wall and
brought in the wounded nearest the works,

1 was detailed for picket duty a little to
the right of thia same spot for that eventful
night, having the dense mass of dead easily
within sight, even through the drear mid-
night, At earliest dawn General Kershaw,
whose brigade principally had inflicted
the fearful carnage, approached my post,
Glancing down the line that silently lay along
the Confederate front, he exclaimed:

“My God, Miller! Are those men dead?”

*They are dead, sir'" *

“How is that possible?”

but completa deatruction here shall aq .
the toiling millions.  Only in some T,
grave, he declarer, can ba the saoly n
of these dooms, The steam of hissy
engines he calls death's white jluuies
The looms are terrible looma whosa
cegpant voicesa rave in the hearts 11,
should be happy. This state of 1),
is an Egyptian bondage. Inauiry .
macde by the poet as to whether theia .
any holy power that can set men fres
He says that the world is chaos and 1ha
the Masses stream like beasta upon whosw
vision phantoma swarm. He offera sonw
slight encouragement at the end of tha
last sonnet. It may be that time w||
slowly bring some alleviation. In view
of this possibility he asks men toendue
He makes this request twice over, using
an exclamation mark in each case. an
80 we should think that men were hound
to understand his wishes in the matter
The characters in the play may he
described as embodiments of facts and
forces, The dialogue is carried on he
the men who labor, by the masters of
wealth, by a watcher, by men wha are
wise, by the spirita of beauty and power,
by the spirit of cities, by the hill spirit
and by the spirit of the eighth day or
creation. By way of illustration we mav
quote the watcher's description of the
spirit of the cities, 1t is strong and pot
flattering. It runs:
What form (s this that hovers like & mist
Out of the clty? Past the streets and flares
Of chimneys It Is rising to this helght
On bursting clouds of smoke with Aiful fre
See! [t grows denser it takes shape and siands
Peering across the wilderness of roofs
It will turn: it will speak. Oh, God, close 4
sight!
l.et me not see the horrible woman's shape
The blind face and the eyes that fiercely siare
Out of ber breasts, and the horror of her handw
The play relates argument and shock
and tumult and the general toppling over
of things. The men who labor canno
look up to see tha spirit of beauty for fear
that the machine will tear them. When
tne mastars and the spirit of power appea-
the watcher calls them a pageant out of
hell. The men who labor complain that
their eyes are blind from the glare of fur-

P my

I answared: “No man alive among them
would have failed to get away while 1t was
dark.”

Thera were 7,000 Federal Kkilled
wounded covering the whole ground
front of that wall at Fredericksburg

BisMuUTH MILLER,
J., April 21,
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SHOES.

Man)y of the Other Necessary
of Clothing Pay More,

To TRE Ep1ToR OF THE S8UN~ Sir. A\ re-
rent article in TAE S1 N referred to House
Itesolution Ne. 4,413, providing that “only

Articles

| Show us< our oppressors!"

naces and cry: “Show &8 our oppressors'
The wise man
recommend “hearkening to the harmonies
of Nature's deep and soothing bliss and
muring where the planeta roam.” 'Ire.
mendous disaster befalls, but at tha las
the watcher recites a poem of hopeful
prophecy twenty-six stanzas and 130 lines
long, in the course of*which he calls attan.
tion to “the luminous heights, where be-
hold' it is morn." This reminded us of
Ibsen, as serious a dramatist as ever drew
breath.

Mr. John Corbin's play of “Husband®
({Hoaghton Miflin Company) has a prefaca

vowhide hoots and shoes will be admitted
free.” The phraseology of the resolution
follows that of the present tariff law and
includes “shoes made of cattle hides and
cattle skine of whatever weight, including
calf skins "

The bill proposed by Mr. 1 nderwood

in which he prepares for the reader a
proper state of mind. This drama illus-
trates and rebukes the tyranny exercissed
by the American wife over her spouse.
It is curious to read of the cool badgering
here of the hero husband by his heroine

therefore would admit duty free all ahoes,
men's, women's or children’s, madea of calf- !
skin, Russia, patent leather or sudde.  ‘Ihess |
form a very large percentage of all shoes
worn, not only by farmers but by city
dwellers as wall,

| 1t seems to me that in justice to the shoe
| manufacturing trade some consideration
should be had of its comparative status

wife. He shows a good deal of opposition
when she insists upon having a bridge
party in his study while he is engaged upoa
a political document which needs to be
finished, we believe, in twenty minutes
She objects to his being in his shirt gleeves
and he does some remarkable business

with telation to other wearable commodi- |
ties: the present tariff levies hicher duties |
upon every other item of clothing which |
the average citizen wears, man or woman. |
The list runs as follows

| really said was Je t adore!

with his coat. He is not above puns. Hea
baw ¢ out to his wife to shut the door, and
when he is rebuked he says that what he
Evervthing
comos out all right. The wife does no
run away with the Englieh lord. She too

Hats 50-80 per cent
Handkerchiefs 060 per cent
Shirts A0 per cent
U'nderwear 55 per cent
Clothing. Including all kinds of
gAaTments A5-A) per cent H

Hoslery .. ... 5585 per cent
Shoes 10-15 per cent

can manage a pun. When the English

| lord is explaining to her the place of a wifa

in a Fritish household she savs:
magnificent! Rule, Britannia' Britannia
rules the wyvea'™ ‘The socialist lady in
the play does not seem to have very much
meaning. She moves across the pcens

“Ah,

1t seems to ine that if the tariff isto be re-
viead forthwithanattack ontheduty onshoes |
ie not the proper beginning point” and most |
certainly to aingle out shoes with a llrupn-i
sition totally to annul the duty on the most
important division thereol would be to prac-
tise discrimination that is not warranted hy
anv eauitable or sound commercial principle.
Bostox, April 21 W. C. Tavion,

rather idly. The play is spitited and in
teresting. A short piece, “The Forbidden
Guests,” .. tragedy, is published in the
same volume.

Mi. John Galsworthy's play of “Jus-
tice™ (Charles Scribner’s Sons) is a trag-
edy. The hero commits a theft under

The Code Cracker.
Erxactiy reproduced from the .Tournal of the Flarida i
Senate, April 14 |

Mr. Flournoy Introduced |

Senate Concurrent Hesolution No 11 H

Whereas. The present aystem of managing
and conducting Primary Flectiona s not what
1t ought to he and far from what the prople have
aright to expect 1t to be, satisfactory If at all only
to the successful politiclan, fenatle or patriot
fool; and,

Whereas, It Is the purpose and duty of the
Legislature 10 create and estabilsh such laws as
wiil terminate gross abuses of machine pollties;
that will promote purity In government: that*wijl
establish the best form of government possihle;
that will be a monument of honor rather than &
disgrace 1o the American institutions., intel)l
gence and consclence: that will ‘nreclude the regis
tration ol dead men and fictitlous persons; that
repeating at the polls may bhe avaoided: that the
elector may express his will free from intimida
tion, coerclon and hribery, by which the corrupt
practice of indecency using money and fradu
lently Influencing elections may be diminished
and the activities of the special Interest in unduiy
controlling elections by purchase or otherwise
may be prevented: that sordid and seifish amhi
tlons. means and ends may not pervent the noblest
ideals of the Republic of our fathers, and that the
indispensible principle of prople rule may not he
or become a partisan question, hut he free from
special Interest and machine countrol: and,

Whereas, The sure precursor of civil improve-
ment and righteousness, the satisfaction with,
safeguard and perpetulty of our American institu
tlons, depend on the purity of the ballol, now
therefore,

He It resolved by the Senate, the House of
Representatives concurring, That A& commities
of iva be appointed, two by the President of the
Senate and threa by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, as a Commission 10 Vaamine
the Primary laws of this and other States, to
make full Investigation thereof and to prepare
such suggestions and forms or law or laws to
carry out the purposes of this resolution as in
their judgment they may deem best and to make
recommendation and report thereof 10 this Legis-
lature as expeditiously as possible. '

Preparation of Teachers,

TO THR EDITOR OF THE SUN- Sir: 1n the newly
fssued annual report of Normal College, President
Davis and Professor Kieran concur In declaring
that the “most serlous defect in the preparation
of teachers to day Is Inadequate academie train-
ing and a disproportionate technical training *
This latter defect “must be modited and cor
rected by experience.”

On page 178 of the tweifih annual school report
are figures to the eflect that the Inadequate aca-
demic and disproportionate technical wralning
referred to by President Davis are rather an ad-
vantage o seekers after lleense No. | 1o teach In
public schools, since practically none fall who
come from the Tralning School, while one- third
fall who come from Normal College. Yet Dy,
Davis and Dr. Kieran declare that the graduates
of their college "acquit themselves creditably on
all occaslons.”

While the doctors disagree the eighty Normal
graduates who falled out of 255 ln all who applied
last year are wondering at thelr plight atter four
years study. ‘The clty pays for both the Normal
College and Tralning School.  The doctors should
be forced 1o agree. Page 204, eleventh report, de
clares there are many ignorant teachers. Where
did they come from* HORERT P, Unuen,

New Yons, April 21,

great temptation. Sympathy goes with
him and with the heroine, who also is a
sufferer under the law. The play is skil-
fully and effectively done, as the haht
of the author is with plays. 1t exhib-
ita the suffering of the hero in prison
He and the heroine seem upon the point
of coming out well at the last. We wish
that such might have been the case,
Alas! the tragical touch is ruthlessly ad-
ministered.

Three one act plays by Hermann Suder-
mann, translated by Archibald Alexan-
der, are included in the volume “Mor«
turi® (Charles Scribner's Sonsi, “Teia”
in & tragical tale of the time of the GGoths
In “Fritzchen,” a modern play, an esti-
mable young soldier pays for an indiscre-
tion with his life. These two are skil-
fully made playa. The third play, “1he
Fternal Masculine.” is mystical. It ex-
cited our interest, but after a reasonahe
effort to grasp it we despaired.

Varlous Phases of Life.

There is much that is interesting in
Mr. Daniel Frohman's *“Memories of 4
Manager” (Doubleday, Page and Com-
pany) and much that is disappointing.
The mere perusal of the names he mentions
in his account of the quarter of a century
in which he has been prominent in 1heatri-
cal affairs will stir up the memories of
theatregoers. Many weli known actor
passed through his hands; Mr, Frohman
occasionaily tells an entertaining anecdota
about some of them, but there is so much
more that he knows and could tell with
propriety which he keeps to himsell.
His readers expect to hear from him: he
assumes that they know all about the
people he speaks of, It is only natural
that he should dwell on the business sid¢
of the theatre; therea is much gensé I
his criticisms of plays from that side,
though they may seem strange from the
literary point of view,

An extremely interesting and necassary
book has been written |[by Mr. Georg®
Borup in “A Tenderfoot With Peary
(Frederick A. Stokes Companyi. 1t s1l"
plies the flash and blood for the tather
meagre skeleton the explorer himsell
offered. To Peary Arotio experance
were an old story and he thought onl¥
of recording results; to Mr. Borup the!
were new. He tells what people want I
know about the expedition, so fur as !
came within his own experience 1he*
is a superfluity of not wholly intelligihle
slang at times, but his story shows whib
the men with Peary went through vividly
and entertainingly.

Fhe title of Sydusy Portal loattd
“The Diary of a Soldier of Fortune™ (loh
THTY G |

l.ane Company i is misleading
diary and it is in substance merely 8 ree*




